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forever grateful for the contributions
he has made in our region.

San Diego lost a giant when we lost
Fred T. Macedo.

————

REALITIES OF THE CLIMATE
CRISIS

(Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to highlight the
realities of the climate crisis as seen in
my district and across the State of
California.

Earlier this year, Los Angeles Coun-
ty issued its first blizzard warning
since February 4, 1989.

Unfamiliar wintry conditions result-
ing in up to a foot of snow with 80-
miles-per-hour winds overtook many
parts of Los Angeles County, leaving
Californians with flooded homes and no
power.

In my district, the Baldwin Hills
neighborhood was hit with a local state
of emergency as a disastrous rainstorm
demolished daily rain records from
over 100 years ago causing fatal
mudslides. Today in Los Angeles, we
suffered a tornado.

This is not normal.

Madam Speaker, I cannot stand idly
by while Republicans continue to deny
the validity of the crisis before us, seen
firsthand by my district experiencing
disastrous weather patterns not seen
for over three decades.

I have fought for the protection of
our environment my entire life and
will do everything in my power to work
against the actions taken in this very
room by my colleagues across the aisle
to propagate the climate crisis that, if
not addressed, will destroy Mother
Earth and her inhabitants.

We must take the lessons we are
learning in California to heart because
this is only the beginning.

Madam Speaker, if this isn’t a wake-
up call, I don’t know what is.

———————

FIVE YEARS OF MFOL AND PER-
SISTENCE OF GUN VIOLENCE
PREVENTION

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to declare that our calls for
gun violence prevention will not stop
until we see real action to keep our
kids and communities safe from sense-
less shootings plaguing our Nation.

Madam Speaker, ten years ago, after
Sandy Hook, grieving parents came to
this place and called for urgent action.

Five years ago this Friday, student
survivors of the shooting at Marjorie
Stoneman Douglas High School led
millions of fellow students in the first
March for Our Lives calling for urgent
action.

Yet still here we are, after Pulse,
after Las Vegas, Buffalo, Uvalde, High-
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land Park, Monterey Park, and lit-
erally countless other shootings and so
many beautiful lives cut short.

This morning, my sister texted me,
“two teachers shot” at the Denver
school my niece and nephews attend. It
was their second shooting this year, in
addition to four other lockdowns.

Enough is enough. Together with
March for Our Lives, Moms Demand
Action, Everytown, Sandy Hook Prom-
ise, Giffords, and every other concerned
American, we will not stop our calls for
action until our families feel safe in
our schools, in our pews, at our stores,
at our Fourth of July parades.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 9TH
ANNIVERSARY OF OSO LANDSLIDE

(Ms. SCHRIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SCHRIER. Madam Speaker, I rise
to commemorate the 9th anniversary
of the Oso landslide. On that tragic
day, 43 people lost their lives when an
entire hillside collapsed, smothering
the town and burying it in mud.

Washington State was
changed.

Among the victims were a nurse, vet-

forever

erans, even elementary school stu-
dents. There were parents, grand-
parents, brothers, sisters, and chil-

dren—all beloved members of their
community. We remember them today.

On this anniversary, I would extend
my condolences to the friends and fam-
ily members of those victims. While we
cannot change the past, we can honor
those who passed away by working to-
ward a safer future.

As a Representative of this resilient
community, I have worked to increase
funding for emergency communica-
tions and services and supported the
National Landslide Preparedness Act,
all of which help ensure that we are
ready if such a disaster strikes again.

People of Oso, my heart is with you
today.

————
WHAT AMERICA MAKES AND
GROWS, MAKES AND GROWS
AMERICA

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, do-
mestic manufacturing has always been
a foundation stone of American pros-
perity and innovation. That remains
true today.

I hail from America’s industrial
heartland, the Great Lakes and Mid-
west. Our people know firsthand how
essential manufacturing is for the
long-term health and growth of our
country.

What America makes and grows,
makes and grows America.

When manufacturing is at the fore-
front, working-class families and com-
munities succeed. Together, invention
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and production lift up economic growth
and build a middle class. That is why I
am proud to reintroduce the Bipartisan
Office of Manufacturing and Industrial
Innovation Policy Act of 2023.

This legislation will create an Office
of Manufacturing and Industrial Inno-
vation to elevate at the highest levels
manufacturing policy.

This office will ensure that voices
from the manufacturing sector, small
business, and labor unions are heard.

It is time for the Federal Govern-
ment to put American manufacturing
and workers first.

This bipartisan legislation does ex-
actly that.

————

CELEBRATING WOMEN’S HISTORY
MONTH

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, it is
with great admiration that I rise to
celebrate Women’s History Month and
its 2023 theme: Celebrating Women Who
Tell Our Stories.

This year, I recognize a woman who
tells the stories of Gary, Indiana: Ms.
Dorothy Leavell, the editor and pub-
lisher of the Gary Crusader for more
than 50 years.

Throughout her career, Dorothy re-
mained grounded in her purpose to
serve as an advocate for the African-
American community. Under her lead-
ership, the Crusader Newspaper Group
became a voting member of the Na-
tional Newspaper Publisher’s Associa-
tion, a federation of the African Amer-
ican-owned newspapers in our Nation.

Madam Speaker, as we celebrate
Women’s History Month, please join
me in recognizing the dedication, per-
severance, and contributions that Ms.
Dorothy Leavell and so many other ex-
traordinary women have made to im-
prove our communities through the
stories they tell.

———
FEED AMERICA

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, the agricultural com-
munity is the backbone of eastern
North Carolina.

Back home, I constantly hear about
the barriers to our farmers’ success,
which is why during this National Ag-
riculture Week, I proudly introduced
the Promoting Precision Agriculture
Act with Representative TRACEY MANN
of Kansas.

Precision agriculture includes the
use of devices like robotics, sensors,
monitors, drones, and more to help our
growers increase efficiency, boost crop
yields, and lower costs.

Madam Speaker, we must deliver for
our farmers in rural America to ensure
our growers have the resources and
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tools they need to do what they do
best: feed America.

————

THE PAST AND FUTURE OF
WOMEN’S HISTORY

(Ms. CLARKE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise today at a moment
when, tragically, women’s rights in the
United States have been greatly dimin-
ished since last year’s Women’s History
Month was commemorated.

While we will continue our month-
long celebration in observance of wom-
en’s history, it is just as important for
us to focus on the future that women
will face as it is for us to reflect on the
achievements of the past.

Access to abortion is no longer a con-
stitutional right. Full stop.

Access to lifesaving abortion medica-
tion, even in States where abortion is
legally protected is under threat.

Teenage girls and young women are
facing unprecedented rates of trauma,
violence, suicide, and maternal mor-
tality.

We still have not achieved equal
work for equal pay. Yet, we continue
our celebration this month all the
same. That is in part what makes this
month so special.

From Harriet Tubman liberating the
enslaved to Vice President HARRIS in-
spiring women and girls across the Na-
tion that they too can dream with am-
bition, lead with conviction, and see
themselves in a way that others may
not, we are making progress and our
work is not yet finished.

In closing, Happy Women’s History
Month.

———

HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
BOARD DISTRICT THREATENED
TAKEOVER

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
we can honor Women’s History Month
in many different ways, and I rise
today to acknowledge women in all
walks of life and around the world.

I particularly want to mention a cri-
sis that involves women in my Con-
gressional District.

Can you imagine the State of Texas
attempting to take over the largest
school district in our State, and the
seventh or eighth largest school dis-
trict, the Houston Independent School
District.

Why women? Because parents, many

of them single household, women.
Teachers, women. Support  staff,
women. Cafeteria workers, women—

women who love the children and won-
der why a State would eliminate the
school board—which by the way, has
the largest number of women as school
board members on the Houston Inde-
pendent School Board District.
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There is no definable reason to take
over a district that has a C rating for
one school, an overall B plus, a Chinese
immersion school, a Arabic immersion
school, an art and professional school,
virtual arts, and as well children per-
forming after the pandemic.

When I met with the parents at this
meeting that was being held, they
asked why. They were women.

Madam Speaker, I stand with them.

We will fight against the takeover,
and I will listen to the women, the par-
ents of the children of the Houston
Independent School District.

———
0 1930

CALIFORNIA’S WATER CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
KIGGANS of Virginia). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 9,
2023, the gentleman from California
(Mr. KILEY) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. KILEY. Madam Speaker, we have
had a series of very heavy storms in
California. We have gotten a lot of
water, and I wanted to take a moment
to talk about what is happening to that
water.

This is a photo I took a few days ago
at the Folsom Dam; 20,000 cubic feet is
being released per second where it is
sent on its way to the Pacific Ocean.
That staggering amount of water is not
available to California farmers, busi-
nesses, or residents.

Meanwhile, State-sponsored  bill-
boards tell people to put a bucket in
their shower so they can save that
water for gardening. Restaurants are
prohibited from serving their cus-
tomers drinking water unless the cus-
tomer specifically asks for it.

Here are some of the other emer-
gency drought restrictions that have
been in effect: Turn off decorative
water fountains. Use an automatic
shutoff nozzle on your water hose. Use
a broom, not water to clean sidewalks
and driveways. Commercial, industrial,
and institutional decorative grass
should not be watered; same for the
common areas in homeowner associa-
tions.

Down here you can see all the en-
forcement, all the penalties if you
don’t follow this. It says here, for local
jurisdictions, for urban water sup-
pliers, if needed, exercise authority to
adopt more stringent local conserva-
tion measures. Some local authorities
have done just that.

The Las Virgenes Municipal Water
District began sending government em-
ployees into residents’ homes to install
flow restrictors. Once installed, you
are also barred from watering anything
outside, and you are not able to use
two appliances needing water at once.

One resident said: ‘““You have to take
what’s called a Navy shower . . . 2 min-
utes. . . .”

In Los Angeles, they have the water
police, where municipalities pay indi-
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viduals to drive around and check for
leaky swimming pools, green lawns, or
other signs of water use.

This is just the beginning. In 2018,
the California Legislature adopted a
statewide limit of 55 gallons of indoor
water use per person per day; so a sin-
gle person living alone can’t take a
shower and do a load of laundry in the
same day. Yet, last year, the legisla-
ture decided even this was too generous
and reduced the allotted water to 42
gallons per day.

Then, of course, there is the impact
on farmers. For both 2021 and 2022, sur-
face water deliveries dropped by 43 per-
cent. An estimated 752,000 acres lay
idle in 2022.

The general manager of the Glenn-
Colusa Irrigation District said: ‘““We
typically plant 100,000 acres of rice in
our district. And this last year we
planted 1,000 acres. It is just a massive,
massive impact,’” he said.

As a result, $1.7 billion in crop reve-
nues were lost in 2022, and an esti-
mated 19,400 jobs.

These drastic sacrifices have been re-
quired of Californians because of a sup-
posed lack of water. We prayed for
rain, and then the rain comes, and this
happens.

Here is the overall impact of this
image and others like it throughout
the State. So far this year, October
through mid-March, the net outflow,
this is after pumping, from the delta
into the San Francisco Bay is 11.6 mil-
lion acre-feet.

Meanwhile, the State has only
pumped 1.0 million acre-feet into the
California Aqueduct, and the Federal
Bureau of Reclamation has only
pumped 826,000 acre-feet into the Delta
Mendota Canal.

With this record precipitation, that
means 13 percent of delta outflows have
been captured. The rest is squandered.

If we were able to capture this water,
we wouldn’t have to worry about
floods, and we wouldn’t have to worry
about droughts. Communities wouldn’t
be put at risk. Farmers wouldn’t have
to fallow their fields. Citizens wouldn’t
have to take shorter showers.

The reason we aren’t capturing it
isn’t because this water is somehow in-
herently elusive. It is because there is
simply no place to put it.

California has not seen a new water
storage project in at least 30 years, de-
spite many promising potential
projects that have been in the planning
stages since the 1950s.

In 2014, California voters said enough
is enough and passed a $7.5 Dbillion
water bond. Build water storage, the
voters said. Yet, nothing has been
built. In the 9 years since, no signifi-
cant project has materialized. Endless
litigation, mind-numbing bureaucracy
and, most of all, a lack of political will
have been a recipe for inaction.

The executive director of the most
significant project, Sites Reservoir,
said: My experience is that for every 1
year of construction, you have about 3
years of permitting.
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